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Hats off to the five women and two men who are  
helping Colorado stand out in a very competitive industry.

We are proud to introduce the 2014 Colorado Meetings + Events Hall of Fame, made up of seven outstand-
ing individuals who are positively impacting the meetings and events industry. Our editorial advisory board, 
composed of 14 industry professionals from around the state, nominated and selected this year’s inductees 
for their unique contributions and committed dedication. Now in its seventh year, the Hall of Fame has 49 
distinguished members.   By Beth Buehler  //  Photos by Don Cudney
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Lifetime Achievement
SCOTT FRIEDMAN

CHIEF CELEBRATION OFFICER,  
SCOTT FRIEDMAN & ASSOCIATES

After working as an events coordina-
tor for a show productions com-
pany and in sales and marketing 

for a printing company, Scott Friedman 
found his calling as a professional speaker 
28 years ago. Along the way, he has served 
as president of the National Speakers 
Association and helped create meaning-
ful organizations such as the Meetings 
Industry Council of Colorado, International 
Association of Speakers Bureaus/National 
Speakers Association Council, Global 
Speakers Summit and Together We Can 
Change the World. 

“The work he is now doing in Asia is 
very impressive and is recognized by 
industry leaders as an incredible bridging 
of cultures,” says Gary Schirmacher, who 
nominated Friedman. “Scott is an accom-
plished author and has written books that 
help readers to bring humor into their pro-
fessional and personal lives.”

As a motivational humorist, Friedman 
speaks more than 80 times a year, with 30 
percent of his time spent in Asia and other 
global locations. Just back from a trip to 
Singapore, we caught him in Golden for a 
brief Q&A.

 
COM+E: What motivates you to get up and 
do your job every day?
SF: Life is one long holiday for those who 
love their work. I love my work. I wake up 
every day with gratitude and passion to 
learn more. I love the opportunity to make 
a difference and collaborate with good 
people. Loving what you do makes all the 
difference in the world.
 
COM+E: How did you get into the 
meetings and events industry? 
SF: Cavett Robert, the founder of the 
National Speakers Association, encour-
aged me to become a speaker. Being a col-
laborator and connector, it seemed natural 
for me to plan events and meetings and 
bring like-minded people together.

COM+E: What advice do you have for 
up-and-comers in the industry?
SF: Collaboration is the new competi-
tion. Look for ways to leverage your 
relationships. Always come from a place 
of what can I give not what I can get and 
your life will be filled with abundance. 


